The Spiritual and Educational Orthodox Center in the name of St. Alexander of Svir was created in 1993, first as a voluntary organization.

Its main activity fields are: 

· religious, cultural, and historical education for adults and children;

· aestetical, moral upbringing of environmentally and historically conscious children and teenagers; 

· cooperation with the state educational system;

· organization of vacation rest for children and teenagers; 

· social help to the old and deprived (including convicts);

· library;

· organization of cheap pilgrim travels;

Several studios are now operating at the Center including 2 choirs, a drama club, a carpenter and carving workshop, an embroidery workshop, a painting studio, and a gardening club (the three latter ones and one of the choirs have opened this academic year). The pre-school group (aged 4-7) have various activities as in a kindergarten. 

Most of the work is done by volunteers. Among the about hundred kids attending the Center many are from one-parent, poor or problem families, some are orphans.

The local press has several times published articles about the Center – notwithstanding the fact that our personnel don’t pay much attention to publicity.

Below is a  short summary of letters of support from various organizations.

Letter of acknowledgement from the Svyatogorsky monastery (Pskov diocese)

Expresses gratitude for “honest and full of grace work” at the monastery vegetable garden in July 2004. “It’s the second time in our experience that we have met a group of children and adults who go the way of mutual understanding and kindness”. The letter acknowledges the methods of upbringing of the Center.

Letter of thanks from the parents of  the young poetess and painter Olya Ageeva who died of a severe illness. The Center had exhibited her paintings and had helped the family through several years.
Letter of thanks from Kindergarten # 54

Expresses gratitude for a concert and a Christmas puppet drama performed for children in the kindergarten 11 January 2005 

